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DEC.4-10,2009

T

Smarter growth N

'he battle over Amendment 4 is about to heat up again, as *

s

. anew opponent enters the fray: The President’s Coun-

. cil Commercial Real Estate Forum of Central Florida,
led by new Chairman Fred Leonhardt, a well-known attor-
ney with GrayRobinson PA. :

At issue is a proposed amendment to the Florida Con-
stitution that would require a public vote before any local
government can adopt or amend a comprehensive land-

use plan.

Supporters of Amendment 4, sponsored by the nonpar-
tisan Florida Hometown Democracy group, include en-
vironmental and government watchdog groups who con-
tend the change is needed to control growth and promote

People won't
go out to vote
Jor important
national
elections, so
why expect
them to show
up lo vote on
development
issues that
don’t affect
them directly?

sensible development.

On the other side are developers
and groups like the real estate forum
who contend the measure would cre-
ate an unfriendly atmosphere for
growth and economic development.
The end result, they say, is compa-
nies would be discouraged from relo-
cating to the state, and much-needed
jobs would be lost.

One of the more complicated parts
of the discussion is the fact that of-
ficials don’t always make land-use
change decisions for the right rea-
sons. And that’s too bad, since laws
already are in place that should have
kept us from having to deal with the
whole issue of Amendment 4.

How much simpler things would
be if everyone just did the right
thing. Problem is, how do we reach
an agreement on what the “right
thing” actually is?

In reality, both sides have com-
pelling arguments. After all, smart
growth is good when everyone in-
volved is working for the betterment
of the communities in which they
are developing.

And no one is denying that certain controls need to be in
place to help guide decisions on when and where to build.

Hometown Democracy’s argument that the people should
be in charge is true — because we already are. We just don’t
act like it many times. .

For instance, if we have officials who continually kowtow
to interests that are going to bring unwanted development
into certain areas of our state, we have the right to chal-
lenge their actions or get rid of them.

If there are problems with our procedures, it’s only in al-
lowing habitual violators of the public trust to stay in posi-
tions of power where they continue to make bad decisions
on our behalf.

So should we require a public vote each time a city or
county changes its basic growth plan? Heck, people won’t go
out to vote for important national elections, so why expect
them to show up to vote on development issues that don't
affect them directly? Co

Sprawl, pollution and how we plan'our communities will
always be of primary importance. But if we don’t demand
accountability from our local and state officials, we have no
one to blame but ourselves.

We don’t disagree with Amendment 4’s intent to promote
healthy, sensible growth — we just think its requirements
provide an unnecessary layer to the rules already in place.

ORLANDO BUSINESS JOURNAL

255 S, Orange Ave,, Suite 700

Orlando FL 32801
Established 1984

Ann Sonntag Publisher
Cindy Barth Editor




